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AGENDA

• What is the Farm Bill?

• How did we get to 2026 

without a Farm Bill?

• What's in the 2026 House 

Farm Bill?

• What's next?
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WHAT IS THE FARM BILL?

The Farm Bill is a multi-year law that reauthorizes, 

modifies, and creates new food and agriculture programs 

at the USDA.
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• Title I -  Commodities

• Title II – Conservation

• Title III – Trade

• Title IV – Nutrition

• Title V – Credit

• Title VI – Rural Development

• Title VII – Research

• Title VIII – Forestry

• Title IX – Energy

• Title X – Horticulture

• Title XI – Crop insurance

• Title XII - Miscellaneous



A new Farm Bill is very overdue

6

Congress passes the 2018 Farm Bill2018

Sept. 2023 2018 Farm Bill expires

Nov. 2023 Congress passes 1-year extension to Sept. 2024

May 2024 House Agriculture Committee introduces Republican-

led Farm Bill draft

Nov. 2024 Senate Agriculture Committee introduces Democrat-led 

Farm Bill draft

Dec. 2024 Congress passes a second 1-year extension to Sept. 2025

118th Congress ends
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A new Farm Bill is very overdue
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Congress passes the 2018 Farm Bill2018

Sept. 2023 2018 Farm Bill expires

Nov. 2023 Congress passes 1-year extension to Sept. 2024

May 2024 House Agriculture Committee introduces Republican-

led Farm Bill draft (H.R.8467 in the 118th Congress)

Nov. 2024 Senate Agriculture Committee introduces Democrat-led 

Farm Bill draft (S.5335 in the 118th Congress)

Dec. 2024 Congress passes a second 1-year extension to Sept. 2025

118th Congress ends



2024 Farm Bill proposals include numerous 
Tribal priorities, but did not advance

46
Tribal-specific provisions in 

the 2024 House Farm Bill

77+
Tribal-specific provisions in 

the 2024 Senate Farm Bill

2024 Farm Bill proposals did not advance

• Significant partisan disagreements on SNAP funding 

and climate-related programs

• Competition with other legislative priorities

• 2024 election results and change in White House and 

Senate control
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A new Farm Bill is very overdue
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119th Congress begins – Republican control of White 

House, Senate, and House
Jan. 2025

July 2025 Congress passes the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R.1), which 

includes numerous provisions typically passed in a Farm Bill

Dec. 2025 Congress passes a third Farm Bill extension covering programs 

not included in OBBA

Feb. 2026 House Agriculture Committee introduces the 2026 Farm Bill, 

H.R.7567 - Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 2026
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One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R.1) includes 
Farm Bill provisions

Nutrition
• Limits future updates to the Thrifty Food Plan, 

which underlies SNAP benefits

• Exempts members of Tribes from SNAP work 

requirements

• Establishes new cost sharing requirements 

for States

• Eliminates SNAP-Ed

Risk Management
• Updates and extends risk management 

tools, including ARC and PLC

• Increased crop insurance premium 

support

Disaster assistance

• Updates and extends disaster 

assistance programs, including LIP, LFP, 

ELAP, TA
Conservation

• Reauthorizes CSP, EQIP, RCPP, ACEP
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What does the One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act mean for the Farm Bill?

• Breaks the traditional "Farm Bill coalition"

• Dems oppose changes to nutrition program

• Ultimately makes it much more difficult to pass 

a "Skinny Farm Bill" covering remaining USDA 

programs
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A new Farm Bill is very overdue
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119th Congress begins – Republican control of White 

House, Senate, and House
Jan. 2025

July 2025 Congress passes the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R.1), which 

includes numerous provisions typically passed in a Farm Bill

Dec. 2025 Congress passes a third 1-year extension of the Farm Bill, 

covering programs not included in OBBA

Feb. 2026 House Agriculture Committee introduces the 2026 Farm Bill, 

H.R.7567 - Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 2026
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TITLE II: 
CONSERVATION
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• Establishes a new Soil Health Program to support Tribal and States

• Allows Tribes to become certifiers for Technical Service Providers 
(TSPs)

• Sets new deadlines for approving Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP) agreements and for issuing payments

• Sets a new minimum cost share of 50% for Alternative Funding 
Agreements

• Authorizes advanced payments for fencing under the Emergency 
Conservation Program



TITLE IV: NUTRITION
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• Allows States to contract out SNAP certification 

• Establishes pilot for home delivery of CSFP boxes

• Establishes a pilot 638 program for CSFP 

• Designates an existing office to oversee self-determination contracts 
and provide $1.2 million in authorization of approps 



TITLE IV: NUTRITION

LOCAL FARMERS 
FEEDING OUR 
COMMUNITIES
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• Establishes the Local Farmers Feeding Our Communities program
oNon-competitive funding for States and Tribes to purchase locally produced 

foods for distribution through hunger programs

o10% of funds set aside for Tribes

o25% of food must be purchased from small, mid-sized, veteran or beginner 
farmers

oAuthorizes $200 million in appropriations

• Similar to Local Food Purchasing Agreement (LFPA) except:
oNo requirement to purchase from underserved producers

oSignificantly less funding and relies on appropriations



TITLE IV: NUTRITION

NO CONTINUATION 
OF 638 PILOT FOR 
FDPIR
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• The 2018 Farm Bill established a 638 demonstration project for 
Tribes to procure food directly for FDPIR
o16 Tribes have successfully participated

• The 2024 House Farm Bill made this demonstration project 
permanent, but the 2026 bill does not, likely due to concerns with 
cost
oCBO estimates 638 for FDPIR would increase costs by 70%



TITLE V: CREDIT
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• Implements or partially implements several recommendations from 
USDA's Tribal Advisory Committee:
oReduces experience requirement for Farm Ownership Loans from 3 years to 

2 years

oAllows FSA to refinance Farm Ownership Loan Guarantees for distressed 
borrowers

o Increases microloan limit from $50,000 to $100,000



TITLE VI: RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT
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• Makes Tribes eligible for the Rural Energy Savings Program, Solid 
Waste Management Program

• Establishes competitive grant program for establishing meat 
processing facilities in rural areas

• Establishes zero and low-interest loans for distressed water 
systems

• Increases the Rural Microentrepeneur Assistance Program 
microloan from $50,000 to $75,000



TITLE VII: EDUCATION
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• Reauthorizes but does not change funding for -
oTCU Essential Community Facilities

oEducation grants to Alaska Native Serving Institutions and Native Hawaiian 
Serving Institutions

oNew Beginnings for Tribal Students

• Eliminates requirement for TCUs to partner with ARS or other land-
grant institutions for research grants

• Eliminates per-state limit of $500,000 for New Beginnings for Tribal 
Students

• Allows TCU research grants to be used for research equipment



TITLE X: 
HORTICULTURE
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• Makes changes to Tribal and State regulation of hemp

• Expands the Local Agriculture Market Program (LAMP) to allows 
funds to be used for regional food chain coordination and purchase 
of special purpose equipment

• Directs USDA to report on barriers to procuring traditional, culturally 
relevant, or local and regional commodities



TITLE XI: CROP 
INSURANCE
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• Expands the definition of veteran farmer or rancher to include 
veterans with up to 10 years of farm experience, up 5 years

• Increases crop insurance subsidies for veteran farmers or ranchers



TITLE XII: 
MISCELLANEOUS 
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• Directs the Office of Tribal Relations to oversee self-determination 
contracts

• Directs USDA to establish the Commission on Farm Transitions – 
Needs for 2050 within 60 days to study and make recommendations 
on access to land, credit, and risk management and on resolving 
heirs property issues

• Directs USDA to report on federal program assisting beginning and 
socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers access land
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Congress is unlikely to pass a Farm 
Bill in 2026

• House Republicans likely do not have the votes 

to pass their Farm Bill

• Senate Agriculture Committee is expected to 

release their proposal in the coming months, 

but they similarly do not have the votes

• Many competing legislative priorities

• Upcoming midterm elections

▪ Shorter schedule

▪ Many key Ag Committee members retiring or 

running for other office

31



Farm Bill outlook for 2026

32

Feb. - Mar. 

2026

House Agriculture Committee introduces and advances the 

2026 Farm Bill, H.R.7567 - Farm, Food, and National 

Security Act of 2026

??? 2026 Senate Agriculture Committee expected to introduce Farm 

Bill proposal in coming months

Sept. 2026 Third Farm Bill extension expires

??? 2026 ??? Fourth Farm Bill extension?

??? 2027 ??? 2027 Farm Bill proposals?



QUESTIONS?

Mai Nguyen, PhD

Associate Director of Policy, 

Research, and Tribal Governance

mnguyen5@uark.edu
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